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	Pruebas de Acceso a Estudios Universitarios 

(Bachillerato L.O.G.S.E.)

IDIOMA EXTRANJERO: Inglés 

· No se permite el uso de diccionario ni de ningún otro material didáctico.

· Las preguntas deberán ser respondidas en Inglés.

· Duración de la prueba: 1 hora y 30 minutos.

· Esta hoja no se entrega.



	the sound of music

William Congreve claimed that “music has charms to soothe a savage breast”, and indeed this is so. Although scientists are not sure exactly how and why music affects us, new research is beginning to reveal how the human brain deals with both the production and perception of music.

It seems that the capacity for music is located in areas of the brain separate from those devoted to speech. This separation is illustrated by cases of brain-damaged patients who lost the power of speech but didn’t lose their musical ability. A Russian composer, Vissarion Shebalin, was robbed of his ability to speak by a stroke in 1953, but he continued composing music until his death a decade later. Conversely some people who have lost their capacity for music have an aptitude for speech. 

While music is different from language and it seems to be treated differently by our brains, it is considered to be a method of communication. Musical instruments made from animal bones that are at least 53,000 years old have been found in France and Slovenia. Could it be that prehistoric man used music before he learned to talk?

Studies show that music affects our emotions. Monitoring physiological responses while someone is listening to music proves this. Sad music slows the pulse rate and a quicker tempo makes people breathe faster, an indication of happiness. Daniel Levitin from McGill University believes that for music to affect the emotions in such a profound way, it must have another function.

So what could that purpose be? One theory, suggested by Geoffrey Miller of University College London, is that musical abilities may be used to impress a potential partner in much the same way as a male bird shows off its bright feathers. In line with this, Daniel Levitin also suggests that music is used to communicate perhaps in the same way as our ancestors did in the past. So, as Shakespeare said, it may be that music really is the “food of love”.

QUESTIONS

I.  READING COMPREHENSION. (2 POINTS) (0.5 points for each correct answer)

Add TRUE or FALSE and copy the evidence from the text to support your answer. NO marks are given for only true or false.

1.
Scientists have always understood the effects of music on the human brain.

2.
Vissarion Shebalin lost his aptitude for music in 1953.

3.
Prehistoric man made musical instruments from bones.


4.
Male birds impress a potential partner with their bright feathers.


	
	II. CHOOSE TWO OUT OF THE THREE QUESTIONS:

A. EXPRESSING THE MAIN IDEAS. (1 POINT) (0.5 points for each correct answer)

Answer the following questions according to the information given in the text. Where possible, use your own words. 

1.
What is Geoffrey Miller’s theory about music?

2.
Why are male birds showing off their feathers mentioned in the text?
B. LEXICON. (1 POINT) (0.25  points for each correct answer)

Find words or phrases in the text that mean the same as these given.

1.
certain

2.
language

3.
significant

4.
possible

C. PHONETICS. (1 POINT) (0.25 points for each correct answer)

1.
Write two words from the text that have the same diphthong sound as “tea” /[image: image2.png]


 /.(Underline the part of the word which contains the diphthong.) (0.5)

2.
Which of the following words has the same vowel sound as “day” /[image: image3.png]


/?

s1. claimed
2. savage
3. partner (0.25)
3.
Write a past form from the text that sounds the same as “painted” /[image: image4.png]


d/. (0.25)
III. USE OF ENGLISH. (3 POINTS) (0.5 for each correct answer)

       Rewrite the following sentences starting with the words given.

1. People consider Shakespeare to be one of the world’s best writers.
Shakespeare …

2. It was such a popular song that it was recorded in several languages.
The song was …

3. He stopped playing music after his stroke.
He hasn’t …

4. “Which instrument does he play?” she asked.
She …

5. I regret not going to the concert last night.
I wish …

6 My MP3 was repaired yesterday.
I had

IV. COMPOSITION. (3 POINTS)

Write a composition of between 100 and 125 words on ONE of the following topics. Specify your option.

1. Write a letter to a friend describing a concert that you attended. Give reasons why you enjoyed / didn’t enjoy the performance.

2. Write a composition saying what your opinion is on listening to music while studying.




